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such Gods as S'esha!x (1:9: 17-18) My son,
the water from the fe^t of those who are
absorbed in the Krishn^-mantra is pure, it
purifies all holy places and the very earth itself,
(1:9: 20) The (whole) universe has been
worshipped by him who has worshipped a
Vaishnava ; (1:6: 26) for such a one is in-
deed Vishnu's equal, nay, a part2 of Him.
(1:2: 32) For the Vaishnava s are My body,
and (this is) really true, 0 Narada ! (NG 16)

But who can over-praise the real lover of God ?
The very sight of him walking down the street puts
holy thoughts into the minds of pabsers-by, so that they
feel a cool and refreshing breeze, as it were, of God's
nectar sweeping through the dark corners of their own
souls, making them all clean and sweet again. It is only
the presence of such a saint that makes holy places holy,
converts ordinary towns like Assisi or Navadwip, Dehu
or Vadrilur, into mighty dynamos of spiritual force that
ray out holy influences on pilgrim streams for thousands
<?f years on end. Where such a saint has lived, or died,
becomes a shrine for future ages, and without the actual
presence of a saint or some relic of his no place on earth
can gain such holy power. And this is why the earth itself
is ever longing for saints to glorify it; and yet that long-
ing earth is still unworthy of the saint, unable to bear his
living presence and preferring to worship his dead relics !

The lives of saints in all lands are full of instances
where a mere brief contact has been enough to change

3 The Serpent whereon Vishnu slept, who praises Him ceaselessly
with a thousand mouths. Incarnated as Balarama, brother of
Krishna.

2 lit: ams'a, a minor incarnation,